
Artful Interpretive Signage & 
Food Truck Beautification



Proposal Part 1: Artful 
Interpretive Signage
Last year, we installed large wayfinding signs to help 
with farm identification and directions, including "You 
are Here" signs for folks to orient themselves within 
our unique farm layout made up of 12 farm sites 
scattered throughout about 4 city blocks. Now we are 
prepared to move forward into informational, 
interpretive signage! Interpretive Signage is a 
wayfinding tool used to guide passersby through the 
story of a specific site. Our goal is to install permanent 
interpretive storyboards in eight gardens. The signs will 
create a captivating narrative through written stories, 
pictures, graphics, maps, and printed handouts that 
allow users to experience our story and gardens in 
their own way. Using color, font, size, and materials, 
we will build a consistent, recognizable brand across 
the gardens that ties in with existing signage. 



Agriculture isn't something non-farmers are usually exposed to on a daily basis. 
Sometimes our work can generate questions. It's critical that, as we maintain this 
valuable community resource of accessible fresh produce, neighbors understand 
what's happening at each site.

These interpretive signs will provide learning opportunities, promote local heritage, 
teach sustainable practices, and tell the story of the Farms and our mission.  Smaller 
"Did You Know" signs (11in x 17in) will provide specific details about what is taking 
place in that particular garden in real time so that our community can remain 
informed about our ecological enrichment efforts! For example, a sign could ask a 
question like “Why does this garden bed appear to be full of weeds?” and then go 
on to explain the purpose of cover crops and their nutrient-fixing capabilities. The 
"Did You Know" signs will be temporary and changeable so as to be moved and/or 
replaced to explain seasonal changes. 

Beyond sharing information, we seek to motivate a response from neighbors. This 
could be in the form of an emotional connection to a plant they learn about or a 
greater awareness of the ecosystem they are part of. Ultimately, we aim to 
cultivate care for this land and the earth more broadly by helping neighbors 
connect to nature.



614Beautiful Plan
To the left is an image of our current kiosk system of 
signs. These offer information about our accessing 
our hyperlocal food (sliding scale price structure for 
vegetables, U Pick Garden, Community Garden Plots, 
etc.) and garden education opportunities. 

In addition to these kiosks, we envision interpretive 
signs in 8 of our scattered garden plots. Each site will 
have one large, permanent 24in x 36in sign and 3 
smaller 11in x 17in signs which we will update as 
needed to reflect what is happening in the garden 
during that season. 

Our team includes Jodie Kinney, our Volunteer 
Coordinator, who has extensive experience creating 
and installing signs. She will coordinate with people 
from our 1000+ annual base of volunteers to install 
signs around Franklinton farms. Our current 
AmeriCorps VISTA has been dedicated to interpretive 
signage research and development since they began 
at Franklinton Farms and will be serving our 
community with us through June 2023. Lastly, we 
work with a group of graphic designers from  the 
Columbus Society for Communicating Arts. We have 
been working with them for two years now! Their 
expertise will ensure that the each sign is eye-
catching, compelling, and easy to understand.

Request: $6,500
Interpretive Signage Materials & 
Installation

(includes payroll and administrative costs) 



Proposal Part 2: 
Food Truck 

Beautification
● In 2021 we purchased this food 

truck, called “Lettuce ‘NJoy,” with 
support from Philanthropitch. The 
Truck will allow us to share fresh 
food with the farthest reaches of 
our neighborhood of Franklinton, a 
USDA-classified food desert. 

● In addition to free outreach and 
educational events,, we plan to 
offer a menu of prepared foods for 
neighbors to purchase.

● We envision a food truck that uses 
fresh vegetables grown by 
Franklinton Farms in recipes that 
are culturally appropriate and 
representative of ALL neighbors, 
including favorites of residents who 
are newer to the neighborhood 
(like our Somali-Bantu neighbors in 
South Franklinton) & those who 
have been in Franklinton for 
generations.

● Once launched, Lettuce ‘NJoy will 
be an ongoing food access fixture 
operated by Franklinton Farms. 

Project leads, pictured above (left to right):
Food Truck Coordinator, Akil Fletcher
Board Member, Kwodwo Ababio



614Beautiful Plan  
with Columbus Artist,
Bryan Moss
As you can see from the previous slide, Lettuce ‘n’ Joy 
has not yet been decorated and in its current state is 
not likely to engage and enthuse our community. We 
are partnering with local artist Bryan Moss to beautify 
this cross-cultural connector! His art is currently 
featured at the Columbus Museum of Art– the image to 
the right is from CMA’s website. 

We hope to contribute to the City of Columbus’s 
placemaking efforts by making this food access 
initiative creative and beautiful– this truck will be 
reflective of the neighborhood it serves and easily 
recognizable as a community asset. With Bryan Moss’s 
talent and passion, Lettuce ‘NJoy will be both a vehicle 
for food access and a piece of mobile public art. 

Bryan Moss, Three Sisters, 2020. Oil on canvas.

Request: $3,500 
Artist Compensation & Materials for Food Truck

https://www.columbusmuseum.org/about-time-the-art-of-bryan-moss/


614Beautiful Plan  
with Columbus Artist, Bryan Moss
The truck art will conceptualize the peaceful story of a seed sown in the ground, harvested 
by a farmer, and prepared in a dish enjoyed in community, engaging the themes of 
mindfulness and gratitude for the food we enjoy. Initial/conceptual sketch of one part of the 
story  below. 



Thank you for your consideration!

Please reach out to Emma Gardner, Franklinton Farms’s 
Philanthropy Coordinator, at 614-507-4878 or 

emma.gardner@franklintonfarms.org with any questions.

mailto:emma.gardner@franklintonfarms.org
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